I’VE BEEN A FAN OF NOMOS GLASHUTTE SINCE I FIRST SAW
THEIR MINIMAL, SCANDINAVIAN-INFLUENCED WATCHES - AND
THEY’VE ONLY GOTTEN BETTER SINCE. THE ONLY PROBLEM HAS
PERHAPS BEEN THAT A FAIR FEW OF THEIR WATCHES ARE VERY
SIMILAR. THE TANGENTE, ORION AND METRO ARE ALL THE
SAME KIND OF DESIGN, WITH A FEW LITTLE TWEAKS HERE AND
THERE. THAT’S FINE, BUT NOMOS NEEDED A STANDOUT PIECE.
AT BASEL THAT CAME IN THE FORM OF THE AUTOBAHN.
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I was pretty much sold instantly. Instead

of the clean, ultra-minimal dials we were

instead presented with something that
mirrors a speedometer. [ don’t mean
‘inspired-by’ like oh-so-many driving watches
out there, but including the full arching shape
across the dial from 8 o’clock to 4. Even the
large, open date window at 6 o’clock looks
closer to a dashboard instrument than the
usual single-number window.

Apparently, [ wasn’t the only one enamoured
by it. As well as becoming one of the press
favourites of the show, it won Nomos the
prestigious Red Dot award for design. It’s not
the first time they’ve won it, and it won’t be the
last, but it’s still one hell of an endorsement.

So here we are, three months later and |
finally have the Autobahn on my wrist. Is it
everything | was hoping? Mostly the answer’s
yes. That’s no disparagement to Nomos, but
when you’re so excited to try on something then
merely matching expectations is a good thing
- and it definitely did that.

I went for the white version over the blue.
That’s a little unusual for me but we had the
opportunity to take a few shots with a Rolls-
Royce Dawn and, let’s be honest, [ was always
going to fit the watch to the car there. That
said, the white really grew on me. It’s far subtler
than grey and blue versions, with a less
pronounced contrast between white
speedometer and the silver main dial.

Size-wise it’s a pretty standard 4lmm in
diameter, what I consider to be the perfect
wearing size, and a svelte 10.5mm tall. Because
of'its steel case and classic shape you can wear

“There are few cooler
watches for £3,800,”
says Sam, our lucky
reviewer of the Nomos
Glashiitte Autobahn
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it anywhere. With the silver it even works nicely
as an evening watch, stopping just short of a
full dress piece. It stops short mainly because
of the flashes of orange on the second subdial
and tip of the minute hand, but I’d never for a
second suggest getting rid of them.

Build quality is exceptional, style is great, so
far so Nomos - which brings me to the one issue
[ have with the Autobahn. It’s just too... Nomos.
At first it seemed like a departure, something
more unusual from the Glashitte watchmaker.
I was hoping it would show a different side to
Nomos, and take them out of their comfort
zone. After wearing it that’s just not the case.
First impression aside it’s entirely, and
traditionally, Nomos.

[ can’t reiterate enough that this is no bad
thing. I've always loved Nomos and still do, with
the Autobahn no exception to that rule. There
are few cooler watches for £3,800. [ just hope
that next time they really push the boat out for
something crazy. Evenif [ don’t like it, I'll
appreciate the thought. And then probably go
back and buy the Autobahn anyway.
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